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Meet a Volunteer: Matt White

If you haven’t met the new president of Maynard
Pond Association, you’ve probably seen him mowing
the grass around Maynard Pond the past several
years or working around and IN the pond to fortify the
shoreline. Matt, and his wife Kristen, have lived in
Coronado Village since 2015 along with their boxer,
Niko. Passionate
about protecting
and preserving our
urban oasis in
downtown Cary and
increasing the
native biodiversity,
Matt regularly
volunteers his time
as an active board
member.

In addition to
increasing our
membership and engaging more residents to support
our mission, Matt is leading a committee to establish
Maynard Pond Association as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.
Matt grew up in eastern North Carolina and has been
in the Raleigh/Cary area since moving here to go to
NC State in 2000. In his free time, Matt enjoys
gardening, traveling, & mentoring local high school
robotics teams.

Association Membership Grows

More than 41 households
have joined or renewed
membership in 2025. Dues
support operating expenses
including fees required for
state-mandated dam
repairs, liability insurance,
and annual premiums.

Annual Membership Dues

Maynard Pond News

Quarterly Update from the Board of Directors ~ SUMMER 2025

Mission Statement.: To maintain Maynard Pond through implementing
attractive, sustainable, and sensible low-maintenance strategies, with emphasis on
native habitat, pond water management, and environmental stewardship.

Special thanks to all of you who paid dues and made
gifts this year. Dues payments and donations are still
welcome.

Successful Spring Flings

Board members and residents organized social
events including a LUCKY to LIVE HERE gathering on
Saint Patrick’s Day, an Easter Egg Hunt, and Maynard
Pond’s 70" Birthday. With community building in
mind, we’d like to acknowledge and thank Scott
Auger and his wife Neal who have been hosting and
coordinating Tuesday night socials in their front yard
for several years. These weekly gatherings are a
highlight for many and all are welcome.

NOTE: If you are
interested in planning
or hosting an activity,
please reach out as we
can help you with
promotion. Send us a
“gquack” via the
contact section on our
website.

Summer Dates to Save:

D Wednesday, July 16 - SWEEP & SIP -7:30 pm
Coronado Way Pondside. Gloves and bags
provided. Join Cara in picking up litter and an
optional gathering after (bring chair, beverage)
for a sit-n-sip. Contact cara.lewis@gmail.com.

D Saturday, July 19 - GENTLE YOGA -8:30 am
Ralph Drive Pondside. Bring a yoga mat and
enjoy a time of movement, breath, and
fellowship with Pamela. Contact
pamelakhowe@gmail.com.
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Native Trees for You and Me

In April, our neighborhood was honored to
receive 100 native trees from Trees for the
Triangle. Special thanks to David Klemp,
Executive Director, who brought an army of
volunteers to plant young trees around the pond
and in yards of residents who applied for
plantings. Keeping these trees watered during
the summeris
not easy. We are
grateful to our
volunteers
including Cathy
Engel, Austin
Hurt, and others
who organized
“bucket
brigades,” along
with Matt White
who procured a
“stick transfer
pump” allowing
our team more
easily access
water from the
pond.

Ensuring Dam Stability

The Maynard Pond Dam, originally constructed
in 1955, was rebuilt in 2005-2006 in
collaboration with the Town of Cary to serve as
a storm water retention facility, including a
spillway running under Warren Avenue. To insure
community safety, the dam is periodically
inspected by the NC Department of
Environmental Quality. The board metinJune
to review an updated emergency action plan that
had been submitted to the state and created an
emergency contact list comprised of board
members and local agencies.

IMPORTANT: Fishing is NOT
allowed along the dam due to
erosion and shrinking berm
areas. We continue to see folks
casting lines from the dam
which counteracts our efforts to
fortify the shoreline. This issue
is forcing us to look at long-term
consequences of allowing
fishing at Maynard Pond.

Volunteers from Trees of the Triangle planting native trees.

Thank You from Past President
From Pamela Howe

“Thank you all for the last 2 years. It has been an
honor serving as President of Maynard Pond
Association. | want to thank some of the people
that really made a difference this past year under
my leadership: Phillip Sasser for his help with
the new By-Laws;
Cara Lewis, along
with Barbara
Walthall and Mary
Buckner for their
amazing work in
communications
(including our new
website); Kristen
Moore for leading
the 7- year master
plan for the Pond;
Scott Auger and
Will Reckling for
working diligently
on a 50 page Dam
Emergency Action
Plan; Mike Carter
and Tracy Howe for providing labor and supplies
needed to construct our designated fishing
areas. Many more people have helped make
great improvement to the Pond through work
days and serving on the board and committees.
Thank you all, | will see you around as | continue
to serve on the board.”

Nutria Nuisance

A developing threat to the
stability of the dam at
Maynard Pond is the Nutria.
Not to be confused with
beavers or muskrats, the
Nutria (Myocastor coypus) is
arodent species that has become a significant
pest and invasive species in our state.
Voracious eaters, these animals compete with
native wildlife for forage and often dig homes
into dams and other man-made aquatic
structures, posing significant structural
damages and safety risks.
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